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Dear Fairview Family,
Just a short time ago, when God laid an idea in my head and heart to plan a Fall Festival for our church, I certainly had
not envisioned what would happen next. Since that first moment of inspiration, I have received so much acceptance, en-
couragement, support and wisdom from so many of you in just a few weeks. It began when I approached Katherine with
the idea and she, without hesitation, initiated the planning process with me. Then, Pastor Monge joined in with immediate
enthusiasm and gave her time to listen and offer guidance on some of the key decisions that needed to be made. Next, we
visited the United Methodist Men who pledged their support of the project and, in the process, filled my heart to the brim
because of their total willingness to serve. Word started to get out and we were approached by individuals who offered
their resources and their donations to help (you are angels!). Soon, the Danville Fire Department committed to bring the
“Safe House”, a disaster-response teaching tool for children. Next, Scott Thompson and the 58 West Band agreed to be
our entertainment headliner. We began to receive commitments from outside vendors who will rent booths to sell their
goods. And yesterday during Sunday school, we received the first blessings of the church body. Several individuals
made commitments on the spot to help out. Suggestions and ideas came from each class and, later last night, I received
word from the Koininia Class that plans are underway for all kinds of things from canning their delicious spaghetti sauce
to making fried pies and more. We also have our first corporate sponsor, Ace Paint and Body, who will sponsor the
Brunswick Stew. There was such a buzz of excitement in the hallways and I was absolutely overwhelmed by the spirit I
felt personally and saw in all of you. You all have put my skepticism to shame!!! When I mentioned this to Katherine,
she said, “I know…it’s like God is one step ahead of us paving the way.” What a wonderful picture that is in my
thoughts.

With only 5 minutes to share our plans with you yesterday, I am sure there are many lingering questions about “what” this
Fall Festival will be and “how” it will all come together. I still have many of those questions myself! But I have faith
that it will be a wonderful event and, to use Mary Conner’s words, I can’t wait to see how God is going to do it! I have
my own vision of the Fall Festival but I want to see what OUR vision will be. And so, I remain open to your ideas and
pledge to serve the project with my utmost. I will keep you posted in the newsletter, the bulletin and, hopefully, in church
when I see you. I plan to post a map of the entertainment area, the booths and the kids’ zone in the next week. In the
meantime, please keep the great suggestions coming. We need ideas for booths, entertainment and cost-efficient
advertising. We also need the names of corporate sponsors we can contact. If you would like to make a monetary
donation, please make your check out to Fairview United Methodist and write “Fall Festival” in the memo section. Most
importantly, we need your service. Thank you so much to those of you who are already providing it. Remember that
October 29th will be a big day here at our church, we will need lots of Hands!!!!! Contact me at (434)251-6848 or
Katherine Lewis at (434)251-6107 with any questions, ideas or plans. God Bless!!

Romans 12:1 - Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.
Jennifer Thomas
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Dear Friends, We are so blessed to have such a wonderful
family as you.  The many prayers, cards, flowers from you
are greatly appreciated.  Bill is improving slowly but
thankful to be alive.

In Christ’s Love,

At the close of a revival at Fairview, the Rev. David Lewis (Fairview minister 1970-1975) wanted the
church to have an outreach project as a result of the renewal of the Holy Spirit in our church and in the lives
of the members as a result of that revival.  He had been involved in a program at another  church in
Richmond, called “FISH-Friends in Service to Humanity”, and he suggested that we give some thought to
starting that ministry here.  The ministry was started at Fairview in 1972 or 1973 and was funded by
Fairview members.  Other churches (other denominations) in our city became interested and wanted to be a
part of it.  This ministry was eventually moved from Fairview to a building on Wooding Avenue and it
continued to grow.  It continued to be called FISH until 1987 when the board of Directors changed the name
to God’s Storehouse.  The Wooding Avenue location became too small to accommodate the growing ministry,
and in 1997 moved to Westover Drive at the Triangle.  This site also became inadequate to service the grow-
ing number of families coming to God’s Storehouse as the economy weakened.   The ministry has now moved
to a much larger building with more parking on Memorial Drive.  The Fairview family continues to support
the ministry approaching 40 years after its humble beginning in our church.

Many thanks to the Fairview family who have
showered me with prayers, cards, food, visits,
calls and love.  Your continued support helps
tremendously in my rapid recovery from major
surgery.

Love in Christ,

Pictured left are a few of the members of the
Koinonia Class who were recently honored by the
Boys and Girls Clubs of Danville with a plaque for
the BE THE DIFFERENCE AWARD for their
efforts to help feed many of the youth there with
lunch each Friday during the summer months.  Many
hours were spent preparing and serving these young
boys and girls.  Great job Koinonia members for
proving that you can BE THE DIFFERENCE!!!!

Thank to all who shared in my 80th Birthday Celebration which was planned and given on
August 13th by my daughter and granddaughters.  Thank you for your cards and gifts as well as your attendance.  I
am so blessed to be a part of a loving and caring church family. May God bless you,

Tom Williams


